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All illustrations in this booklet are hand painted and colored using variety of subtropical
soil pigments.

This booklet was one of the finalists in the “Children’s Book Contest on Soil Biodiversity”
contest launched in partnership between the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS),
FAO and the Global Soil Partnership (GSP) to celebrate World Soil Day in 2020.
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The soil is alive!

Book ranked seventh in the “Children’s Book Contest on Soil Biodiversity” in an
activity commemorating the World Soil Day - 2020
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Presentation

This publication aims to present a book for children on soil, as a natural resource.
The book results from the experience of a multidisciplinary group of Epagri’s
technicians, working on Soil and Water that supports initiatives of public schools
on environmental education. As a pedagogical support, the publication will reach
not only technicians who work with early childhood education, but also will
serve for parents, uncles, grandparents and all those who feel motivated by the
theme. It provides the reader with a playful understanding of the environment
and the anthropic aspects that involve the formation and maintenance of the soil
biodiversity, and the importance for the maintenance of life in rural and urban
spaces. All illustrations were drawn and colored by hand by Epagri extensionists
using a variety of pigments extracted from Santa Catarina soils, transformed into
ink called “earth colors”. As a result of this collective effort, the book was ranked
seventh among the ten finalists in the “Children’s Book Contest on Soil Biodiversity”
launched in partnership between the International Soil Science Union (1USS), FAO/
UN and the Global Alliance for Soils (GSP) to celebrate the World Soil Day on
December 5, 2020.

Epagri’s Executive Directors



The story | am going to tell you now takes place in the
shadow and in the darkness. Different from many other
stories that also take place in shadow and darkness, this
one is important to maintain life on Earth and in the soil
where we step.

There was a place, in a very far country, that was
devastated by the sun and by the rain. That place
did not have any vegetation, only dry leaves that
were brought by the wind. The hot sun did not
let anything rise and grow and the heavy rain
carried the soil away creating craters and
ditches on the ground and leaving just a hard
soil behind. Not only the soil was removed
by erosion, but any living soil organisms
were also dragged away. The few ones
that managed to stay had to seek
shelter in the deepest layers of the
soil.



Every
morning a ,
bird used to fly over .
this place. One day he was ek
late and left in a hurry for
his daily task with the rest of
his breakfast still in his beak.
Careless, he let his snack fell
on that
injured place.
It was a seed.

Nothing would have
‘mattered if it didn’t have
rained calmly few days before.
The soil was moist. The seed that

had fallen, rolled down and stopped:s=
Feeling the moisture, it wasted no time.
Soon it launched its root and released
leaves: the seed germinated.




A plant grew as fast as it could, making the most of

¢ the sun and taking everything the soil could give:

> heat, moisture and few nutrients that were left in.
It's the struggle for life. Those living organisms

that were in the deep layers of the soil rose up.

; The plant's shadow let the place more pleasant
and they could live nearer the soil’s surface. Later
on, some plant’s leaves fell down near the stalk. It
did not take any long and the leaves were gone.

-




on the soil? They were not carried away by the wind
because those days were calm and the herbivorous
animals were not there yet.
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~ disappearing begins here.



And the plant kept growing until it
became an adult, it bloomed and bare
fruits. Seedlings grew next to the mother
plant. More shadows, more dead leaves,
more food and many holes in the sall
were apparent. The leaves kept fading
away and one day the wind took some = s g
of them revealing the leaf eaters: theyd = =

were earthworms. ¥ TN




Besides eating the
leaves, turning them
into organic matter, the
burrows opened by the
earthworms allowed air
and water to penetrate
and flow into the soill,
making it softer and
helping the growth
of plant roots. So that
explains how the plant
managed to grow Iin
that devastated place.-




There's a very important
motto that says: NO ONE
DOES ANYTHING ALONE.
There was a large amount
of leaves on the soil and the
earthworms wouldn't be able
to eat them all by themselves.

More mysteries to unveil...



